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During a June 29 interview with Radio Sandino, chief of military intelligence Major Ricardo
Wheelock said US reports about stepped-up militarization in Nicaragua were false. "This
disinformation campaign," he said, "is a repetition of a series of lies that the Reagan administration
is using to create a negative attitude toward Nicaragua...It is being carried out to provide US
Secretary of State George Shultz with arguments for his attacks against Nicaragua." Shultz's tour of
Central America excluding Nicaragua began on June 29 in Guatemala. Statements by certain Reagan
administration officials, said Wheelock, regarding the receipt of large weapons shipments and the
preparation of numerous airports to receive sophisticated combat aircraft, are totally false. Wheelock
continued by pointing out that Nicaragua has only one international airport, the Augusto Cesar
Sandino airport in Managua. In the "medium" category, he said, there are three in the country.
Equally false, said the major, are reports about Nicaraguan ports being prepared to accommodate all
types of ships. Only the Corinto port, he added, is currently capable of receiving all manner of large
ocean-going vessels, and will remain the only one with this capacity in the foreseeable future. (Basic
data from Prensa Latina, 06/29/88)
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